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STRATA, n.f. [The plural of ftratum, Latin.] Ecds; layers. 

A philofophical term. 

1 he tcrreftrial matter is difpofed into ftrata , or layers, placed 
one upon another; in like manner as any earthy fediment, 
fettling down from a fluid, will naturally be. Woodward. 

With how much vvifdom are the ftrata laid, 

Of different weight and of a different kind. 

Of fundry forms for fundry ends defign’d ! Blackmon. 
Stra'tagem. n.f [rgctlnyrifioe .; ftratagemt , French.] 

1. An artifice in war; a trick by which an enemy is deceived. 

John Talbot, I did fend for thee, 

To tutor thee in ftratagems of war. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Ev’ry minute now 

Should be the father of fome ftratagem. Shakef Henry IV. 

2. An artifice; a trick by which fome advantage is obtained. 

Roufc up your courage, call up all your counfcls. 

And think on all thofe ftratagems which nature 

Keeps ready to encounter fudden dangers. Denhams $ ply. 

Thofe oft are ftratagems which errours feem ; 

Nor is it Homer nods, but we who dream. Pope. 

To Stra'tify. v a. [ Jtratificr, Fr. from Jiratum, Lat.j To 
range in beds or layers. A chymical term. 

STRATUM, n.f [Latin.] Abed; a layer. A term of phi- 
lofophy. 

Another was found in a perpendicular fiffure of a Jiratum of 
Hone in Langron iron-mine, Cumberland. Woodward. 

Drill’d through the fandy Jiratum , every way 
The waters with the fand yJiratum rife. Thomfon. 

STRAW, n.f. [j-rpeop, Saxon; flreo, Dutch.] 

1. The ftalk on which corn grows, and from which it is 
threlked. 

I can counterfeit the deep tragedian, 

Tremble and Hart at wagging of a Jlraw, 

Intending deep fufpicion. Shakefp, Richard III. 

Plate fin with gold, 

And the ftrong lance of jullice hurtlefs breaks; 

Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s Jlraw doth pierce it. Shakefpeare. 
Apples in hay and Jlraw ripened apparently; but the apple 
in the Jlraw more. Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 

My new Jlraw hat, that’s trimly lin’d with green. 

Let Peggy wear. Gay’s Pajltrals. 

More light he treads, more tall he feems to rife, 

And flruts a Jlraw breadth nearer to the Ikies. Ticked. 

2. Any thing proverbially worthlefs. 

Thy arms, thy liberty, befide 
All that’s on th’ outlide of thy hide, 

Arc mine by military law. 

Of which I will not bate one Jlraw. Hudihrau. 

’Tis not a Jlraw matter whether the main caufe be right or 
wrong. L’E/irange. 

Stra'wberRY. n f. [fragaria, Latin.] A plant. 

It hath a perennial fibrofe root: the leaves are veined, grow¬ 
ing upon each footflalk; the (talks trail upon the ground: the 
cup of the flower confifts of one leaf, divided into ten equal 
parts, and expands in form of a ftar: the flower confifts, for 
the moft part, of five leaves, expanded in form of a rofe, and 
having many ftamina in the middle, round the bafeof the ova¬ 
ry : the fruit is globofc or oval, and confifts of a flefhy eat¬ 
able pulp, full of protuberances. The fpecics arc feven. Mid. 
The Jirawberry grows underneath the nettle, 

And wholefome berries thrive and ripen beft. 

Neighbour’d by fruit of bafer quality. Shak. Henry V. 

Content with food, which nature freely bred, 

On wildings and on Jlrawberries they fed. Dryden. 

Strawberries, by their fragrant fmell, feem to be cordial: 
the feeds obtained by (baking the ripe fruit in Winter, are an 
excellent remedy againft the ftone. The juice of Jlrawberries 
and limmons in fpring-water is an excellent drink in bilious 
fevers. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

StRA'WBERRY Tree. n.f. [arbutus , Latin.] 

It is ever green, the leaves roundifh and ferrated on the 
edges: the flowers coniift of one leaf, and Ihaped like a pitcher: 
the fruit is of a flefliy fubftancc, and very like a ftrawberry ; 
divided into five cells, which contain many fmall feeds. Miller. 
StRa' wBUILT, adj. [ftraw and built.] Made up of ftraw. 
They on the fmoothed plank. 

The fuburb of their ftrawbuilt citadel, _ 

New rubb’d with balm, expatiate. Milton. 

Stra'wcoloured. adj. [ Jlraw and colour.] Of a light 
yellow. 

I will difeharge it in your Jlrentxolour d beard. Shakefpeare. 
Stra'wworm. n.f. [Jlraw and worm.] A worm bred in 
ftraw. 

Stra'wy. adj. [from Jlraw.] Made of ftraw; confiding of 
ftraw. 

There the Jlrawy Greeks, ripe for his edge. 

Fall down before him, like the mower’s fwath. Shakefp are. 
In a field of corn, blown upon by the wind, there will ap¬ 
pear waves of a colour differing from that of the reft; the 
wind, by deprefling fome of the ears, and not others, makes 
the one refledt more ftom the lateral nn&frawf parts than the 

Boyle on Go curt. 
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To Stray, v. n. [ftroe, Danifh, to fcatter; Jbramiare T. a »: 
to wander.] ’ " un > 

1. To wander; to rove. 

My eye, defending from the hill, furvevs 
Where Thames among the wanton valley jhays. Deni 
Lo, the |! lad gales o’er all her beauties fray. 

Breathe on her lips, and in her bofom play. 

2. To rove out of the way; to range beyond the proper limit/’ 

What grace hath thee now hither brought this way ? 

Or doen thy feeble feet unweetirig hither liras. In, N)' 

No: where can I Jlray, ’ 

Save back to England r ail the world’s my way. Slalefc 
Hath not elfe his eye ’ 

Stray’d his aftedlion in unlawful love ? Shake/^a- 

She doth Jlray about 

By holy erodes, where flic kneeling prays 
For happy wedlock hours. 

Wand’reft thou within this lucid orb, 

And Jlray d from thofe fair fields of light above, 

Amidft this new creation want’d a guide 
To reconduft thy fteps ? ~ Dryden 

3. To err ; to deviate from the right. 

W e have erred a nd frayed. Common Prayer. 

Stray, n.f. [from the verb ] 

1. Any creature wandering beyond its limits; any thing loft by 

wandering. 3 1 

She hath herfclf not only well defended, 

But taken and impounded as a Jlray 

The king of Scots. Shakefpeare's Ilemy V. 

Should 1 take you for a Jlray, 

You muft be kept a year and day. Hudibros. 

When he has traced his talk through all its wild rambles' 
let him bring home his Jlray, not like the loft Iheep with joy, 
but with tears of penitence. Government of the Tongue. 

Seeing him wander about, I took him up for a Jlray. Dr\J. 

He cries out, neighbour, haft thou feen a jlray 
Of bullocks and of heifers pafs this way ? Addijon. 

2. Adt of wandering. 

I would net from your love make fuch a Jlray, 

To match you where I hate. Shokfpeare. 

STREAK, n.f. [price, Saxon ; freke, Dutch; fricia, ltal.] 
A line of colour different from that of the ground. 

'File Weft yet glimmers with fome Jheaks of day; 

Now fpurs the laced traveller apace. 

To gain the timely inn. Shak. Macbeth. 

What mean thofe colour’d ftreaks in heav’n, 
Diftended, as the brow of God appeas'd? Milton. 

The night comes on, we eager to purfue 
’Till the laft Jlreaks of dying day withdrew. 

And doubtful moonlight did our rage deceive. Dr,den. 

Ten wildings have i gather’d for my dear; 

How ruddy, like youi lips, their Jircaki appear! Dryden. 

While the fantaftick tulip drives to break 
In two-fold beautv, and a parted Jtrcak. Prior. 

To Streak, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. Toftripc; to variegate in hues; to dapple. 

Mark what Jacob did ; 

When all the yeanlings which were ftreck'd and pied, 
Should fall as Jacob’s hire. Shak Merchant of Police. 

A mule, admirably freaked and dapp ed with white and 
black. _ Sandys's Jourr.cy. 

To-morrow, ere frefti morning ftreak the Eaft, 

With firft approach of light we muft be ris’n, 

And at our pleafant labour, to reform 

Yon flow’ry arbo rs. Milton. 

Now let us leave this earth, and lift our eye 
To the large convex of yon’ azure Iky: 

Behold it like an ample curtain fpread. 

No w freak’d and glowing with the morning red; 

Anon at noon in flaming yellow bright. 

And chufing fable for the peaceful night. " rttf ' 

2. To ftretch. Obfolete. 

She lurks in midft of all her den, and ftreaks 
From out a ghaftly whirlpool all her necks; 

Where, glotting round her rock, to fi/h flic falls. Cbc,’* 1 ’ 

Stre'aKY. adj [from freak.] Striped; variegated by hues. 

When the hoary head is hid in fnow. 

The life is in the leaf, and dill between 
The fits of falling fnows appears the ftreaky green. Dry ^ ■ 
STREAM, n.f. [pijieam, Sax. firaum , Iilandick; /Irani, u..j 
j. A running water; the courfe of running water; current. 

As plays the fun upon the glafl’y Jhearn, yj 

Twinkling another counterfeited beam. Shake/. 

He brought [trearns out of the rock, and caufeJ "..t 
run down like rivers. , .w 

Had their cables of iron chains had any great leng ‘ • 

had been unportiMe; and, being ftiorc, the lhtpsC H ' 
funk at an anchor in any ft-e,.rn of weather. ' *r> 
Thus from one common fource cur jtrian.i a*'.: <■ • ^ 
Ours is the Trojan, yours th’ Arcadian tide. 

DividcJ interefts, while then think ft to (way, ^ 
Draw like two brooks thy maa&jirem ^nf 
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t Any thing ifluing from a head, and moving forward with con- 

“ n Thc breatlTof the Lord is like a Stream of brim ftone. If 
You, Drances, never want a ftream of wools. Dryden. 
The ftream of beneficence hath, by fcvcral rivulets which 
have fincc fallen into it, wonderfully enlarged its current. Att. 
n Anything forcible and continued. . 

The very ftream of his life, and the bufi.nefs he hath hcimcJ, 
muft give him a better proclamation. 

It is looked upon as infolence for a man to 
own opinion, againft the currentfream of antiquity. 

To Stream, v.n. [freyma, Iflandick.] 

, Foflow; to run in a continuous current. 

On all Tides round 

Streams the black blood, and fmokes upon the ground. Pope. 

2. To flow with a current; to pour out water in a fticam; to 

be overflown. ., „ .. .. 

Then grateful Greece with f reaming eyes would raifc 
Hiftorickmarbles to record hispraife. Pope. 

» To iflhe forth with continuance. 

5 Now to impartial love, that god moft high, 

Do my fighs Jlream. Shakef. Aids well that ends well. 

To Stream, v. a. To mark with colours or embroidery in 
long tracks. 

The herald’s mantle is f reamed with gold. 

Streamer, n.f. [from Jlream.] A11 enfign; 
non; any thing flowing loofely from a flock. 

His brave fleet 

With filken f reamers, the young Phoebus fanning. 

The rofy morn began to rife, 

And wav’d her faftron frtanier through the Ikies. 

Brave Rupert from afar appears, 

Whofe wav i n g fr earners the glad general knows. 

The man of fenfe his meat devours; 

But only fraelis the peel and flow’rs : 

And he muft be an idle dreamer, 

Who leaves the pie, and gnaws the f reamer. 

Stre'amy. adj. [from ftream.] 

1. Abounding in running water, 

Arcadia, 

How ever Jlreamy now, aduft and dry, 

Deny’d the goddefs water: where deep Melas, 

And rocky Gratis flow, the chariot fmoak’d 
Obfcure with rifingduft. 
s. Flowing with a current. 

Before him flaming his enormous ftiield. 

Like the broad fun, illumin'd all the field ; 

His nodding helm emits a freamy ray. Pope's Iliad. 

STREET, n.f. fyrpaee, Saxon; fraz, German ; firada, Spa- 
ni(h and ltal. Jlreede, Danifh; Jlraet, Dutch ; fratum , Lat.] 

1. A way, properly a paved way, between two rows of houfes. 

He led us through fair freeti ; anJ all the way wc went there 
were gathered people on both iides, (landing in a row. Bacon. 
The Jlrccts are no larger than allies. Sandys. 

When night 

Darkens the fleets, then wander forth the fons 
Of Belial, flown with infolence and wine; 

Witnefs the freets of Sodom. Milton. 

The Italians fay the ancients always confidered the fituation 
of a building, whether it were high or low, in an open fquare, 
or in a narrow frect, and more or lefs deviated from their rule 
°f art - Addifon on Italy. 

When you tattle with fome crony fervant in the fame fre.t, 
leave your own Jlreet -door open. Swift. 

2. Proverbially, a publick place. 

That there be no leading into captivity, and no complain¬ 
ing in our freets. Pfatm cxliv. 14. 

Our publick ways would be fo crowded, that we fliould want 
flreet- room. Addifon’s Speflator. 

Let us reflect upon what we daily fee praGifed in the world, 
and can wc believe, if an apoftle of Chrift appeared in our 
Jlreets, he would retract his caution, and command us to be 
conformed to the world ? Rogers’s Sermons. 

tree 1 walker, n.f [freet arid walk.] A common profti- 
tute that offers herfclf to fale in the open ftrcct 
STRENGTH, n.f. [yepen^, Saxon.] 

*• force; vigour; power of the body. 

'1 hy youth, thy Jlrength, thy beauty, which will change 
To wither’d, weak, and grey. Milton, 

1 h infulting 1 rojan came. 

And menac’d us with force, our fleet with flame: 

ic the Jlrength of this tongue-valiant lord. 

In that black hour, that Cav’d you from thefword > Dryden 
hSefs.° f CnduranCC; firmncfsi durability; toughiicfsi 

’ Not founded on the brittle ftrengtb of bones. Milton 
3 ' .p“ ur °l an 7 • Clnd ; power of any kind. 

Jircn'thi aftCr 3 i ^ C ¥ U - 1 Sun ’ mLT > 31C t0 ° apt, upon the 
campato/ ’ t0 ^ ^ P rc P am5ons for thc enfuing 

4 - Power of mind; force of any mental faculty. 

and IwA S 1 r r ? e , VicWS , aC f ut T rs and Penetration of thought, 
ana Jlrength of judgment, few have equalled. Uckt. 
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He enjoyed the greateft Jlrength of good-fenfe, anJ the mad 
exquifite tafte of politeuds. Addijon. 

5. Potency of liqupurs. 

6. Fortification; fortrefs. - . . , , 

The rafhnefs of talking fliould not only be retarded by t .s 
cuard of our heart, but fenced in by certain ftrengths placed 

Ben. Join Jon's Dijcovenes. 


Milton. 

Denham. 


in the mouth. 

He thought 

This inacceffible high Jlrength to have feiz’d. 

Betray’d in all his frengths, thc wood- befet; 

All inftruments, all arts of ruin met. 

7. Support; maintenance of power. 

What they boded would be a mifehief to us, you arc pro¬ 
viding fhall be one of our principal ft lengths. Sprat's Sermons. 

S. Armament; force; power. 

What is his ftrengtb by land ? Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopat. 
Nor was there any other ftrengtb defigned to attend about 
hishighnefs than one regiment. Clarendon. 

9. Perfuafive prevalence; argumentative force. 

This prefuppofed, it may then Hand very well with Jlrength 
and foundnefs of reafon, thus to anfwer. Hooker. 

To Strength, v. a. To (Lengthen. Not ufed. 

Edward’s happy-ordcr’d reign, moft fertile breeds 
Plenty of mighty fpirits, to Jlrength his ftate. Daniil. 
To Strengthen, v. a. [ItdmJlrength.] 

1. Toniakcftrong. 

2. To confirm; to eftablifh. 

Let us rife up and build : fo they ftrengthenul their hands tor 
tlais work. Neb. ii. 18. 

Authority is by nothing fo much frengthened and confirmed 
as by cuftom ; for no man eafily diitrufts the things which he 
and all men have been always bred up to. Temfle. 

Thee, bold Longinus ! all the Nine infpire. 

And blefs your critic!^with a poet’s fire: 

An ardent judge, who, zealous in his truft. 

With warmth gives fentcncc, yet is always juft; 

Whofe own example ftrengthens all his laws. 

And isbimfclf that great fublime he draws. Pope. 

3. To animate; to fix in refolution. 

Charge JoQiua, and encourage him and ftrengtb :n him. Dcut. 

4. To make to incrcafe in power or fecurity. 

Let noble Warwick, Cobbam, and the reft. 

With powerful policy ftrengtheu tbemfclves. Shakefp. H.VI. 
They fought thc ftrcngthcniug of die heathen- I Mac. vi. 

To Stre'ngthen. v.n. To grow ftrong. 

Oh men for flatt’ry and deceit renown’d ! 

Thus when y’ are young yc learn it all like him, 

’Till as your years incrcafe, that ftrengthens too, 

T’ undo poor maids. Otway's Orphan. 

Strf.Ncthener. 7 n. f. [from ftrengthen: by tontra&iou 
StreNgth ner. J ftrengthner.] 

1. That which gives ftrengtb ; that which makes ftrong. 

Garlick is a great ftrengthner of the ftomach. upon decays of 
appetite or indigeftion. Temple. 

2. [In medicine.] Strengthened add to the bulk and firmnefs of 

thefolids: cordials are fuch as drive on the vital aflions; but 
thefe fuch as confirm the ftamina. 3 uincy. 

StreNgtiiless. adj. [from ftrengtb ] 

1. Wanting ftrengtb; deprived of ftrengtb. 

Y et arc thefe feet, whofe frengthef flay is numb. 

Unable to fupport this lump of clay. Shakefp. Hewy VI. 

As the wretch, whofe fever-weaken’d joints, 

I.ike Jtrengthlefs hinges, buckle under life) 

Impatient of his fit, breaks like afire 

Out of his keeper’s arms. Shakef. Henry IV. 

2. Wanting potency; weak. Ufcd of liquours. 

This liquor muft be inflammable or not, ancl yet Tubule and 
pungent, which may be called fpirit; or elfe jtrengthlefs or in- 
lipid, which may be named phlegm. Boyle. 

STRE'NUOUS. adj. [ftrer.uus, Latin.] 

1. Brave; bold; adivc; valiant. 

Nations grown corrupt 
Love bondage more than liberty ; 

Bondage with cafe than Jtre>.uous liberty. Milton’s Agcniftes. 

2. Zealous; vehement. 

He refolves to be ftrennous for taking off the teft, againft 
the maxims of all wife Chriftian governments, which always 
had fome eftabiiftted religion, leaving at beft a toleration to 
others. Swift to Pope. 

Citizens within the bills of mortality have been ftrennous 
againft the church and crown. Siuift. 

StreNuously. adv. [from ftrenuous.] 

1. Vigoroufly; actively. 

Many can ufe both hands, yet will there divers remain that 
can ftrenuoujiyrpyo^c ufe of neither. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

2. Ztaloufly ; vehemently; with ardour. 

Writers difout zftrenuouf.y for the liberty of confcience, and 
inveigh largely againft all ecdcfiafticks under the name of 
high church. Swift. 

Stre'perous. [ftrepo, Latin.] Loud; noify. 

Porta conceives, becaufe in a ftreperous eruption it rifeth 
againft fire, it doth therefore refill lightning. Brown. 

, 2 S K Stress. 
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